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Ladies and Gentlemen, dignified guests: on behalf of the Information and Research Center/ King Hussein Foundation (IRCKHF), we would like to welcome you to the conference launching the first phase of the project Removing ‘Honor’ from what is called ‘Crimes of Honor’: A Project to Change the Traditional Jordanian Mindset. We begin with a word by Hana Shahin, Executive Director of the King Hussein Foundation.
Speech by Hana Shahin, Executive Director of the King Hussein Foundation
Ladies and gentlemen, dignified guests: good morning. It is our pleasure to meet with you today to announce the results of the project Removing ‘Honor’ from ‘Crimes of Honor: A Project to Change the Traditional Jordanian Mindset on crimes against women under the guise of honor. Our work at the King Hussein Foundation stems from the belief in our national and humanitarian duties in awareness-raising and knowledge dissemination of human rights and women’s empowerment. This responsibility requires significant effort, work and courage, as well as research, study and the transfer of statistics into information that can relay the anguish of individuals and families, and present it to experts, decision makers and to the general public.  
Our conference today is a continuation of a series of activities by the King Hussein Foundation and the Noor Al Hussein Foundation, which work to contribute to social awareness of human rights and responsibilities. 
Our beginnings were with the introduction of the Jordanian constitution, laws, and the concept of the rule of law. We have focused on the concept of human rights and the role of local societies in a broader understanding of human rights.
Today, we say “There is No Honor in Crime”, for honor is not a guise with a killer behind it; but honor is the support and protection of women. Today, we announce the results of the project “Removing Honor from Crimes of Honor” and linking crimes with the real factors that drive them, utilizing a documented scientific study prepared in cooperation with the Mafraq Center for Development and Jordan Center for Social Research (JCSR). The study revealed a strong correlation between so-called ‘honor crimes’ and poverty. Poverty is a characteristic of 66% of male perpetrators and 73% of female victims, the study revealed, in addition to the level of educational attainment, and lack of support and services for women who are subjected to severe violence in their lives.  
The project sought to break the barrier of marginalization in society by empowering the marginalized, especially women – giving them knowledge and expertise and providing resources that would help them to work effectively and take on greater responsibilities in making their own decisions and in the management of their lives. This is the basis of changing traditional mindsets towards women, and this has constituted our field of interest and the work of our organization throughout the years. 

Today, through cooperation and awareness, we translate our perspectives, set recommendations, and work to transmit them to all members of society, legislators and decision makers. The time has come for a woman to make choices in life as her right, as part of her humanity and her freedom without punishment or recrimination.
The support and cooperation of experts and concerned individuals will allow us to achieve the objectives and purposes of this project, and these are: increasing awareness of the needs of the vulnerable in society and protecting them from abuse or exploitation.
Many thanks to the Ambassador and the European Commission Delegation for their continued support for human rights, and for the experts and researchers for their efforts in this important project. We hope local and international efforts will unite to achieve civilized societies that are conscious and secure in all parts of our beloved nation. Thank you.
Speech by Nermeen Murad, Director of Information and Research Center
Allow me to thank you for attending today, which, if it indicates anything, it is that our Jordanian society, with its entire official sectors of governments, institutions, national organizations, civil society organizations and media, is concerned with this sensitive and troublesome issue. Two days ago, I called on a Jordanian writer to invite him to participate with us today in this conference. His immediate response was: “I don’t know; this subject has been over-played.”  
Until that moment, I was preparing for a descriptive presentation about the research methods used by the Information and Research Center in attaining the official numbers, interview of suspects and victims, and a descriptive presentation about the work of the Center, its history and success stories. But in truth, and in consideration of his response, I found it best to not only speak of the project phases, but more importantly, of the reasons we had to have this project.
First, civil society, of which we are part, must speak out against such crimes that occur and are later justified as perpetrated in our collective name, and in the name of our society and our social consensus of the concept of ‘honor’, and this is not right.
Second, some are inclined to think: “So what, they’re only 100 crimes in eight years, many people die of various causes, so what’s the issue?” These crimes constitute the tip of the social iceberg whereby crimes are committed against women under different names that mean nothing to us. We must therefore stand against this violence – this tyranny that hides under the pretext and title of honor, shame or any other description we have become accustomed to using without much consideration.
Third, the causes of these crimes are not that the killer was born to be a criminal by nature; crimes have economic and social factors that are our duty to determine and address, and to take precaution against in order to safeguard the society of which we are part and in which we live. 
Fourth, we must not, as civil society, lay complete responsibility on decision makers and the judiciary to protect women in our society. We must work together towards one goal to achieve economic and social security, which has become a defect that has resulted in social problems; problems that at times lead to death, such as in the case of these crimes of ‘honor’.
We return to the project Removing ‘Honor’ from Crimes of Honor: A Project to Change the Traditional Mindset towards such crimes, especially the objective of this project, which is to abolish the use of ‘honor’ either by replacing it with other concepts that reveal and clarify the extent of the injustice; whether personal, familial, institutional, economic or social injustice. All of these lead to this crime which we have grown accustomed to avoid talking about: the ‘crime of so-called honor’. We would like to also focus on the need for women’s organizations and civil society groups to coordinate their efforts to eradicate these crimes. 
We would also like to stress the need for changing the institutional and legislative frameworks that impact on the conduct of the crimes and prolong their continuity. This was the first phase of the project; the study phase. We do not want to conduct a study and then abandon it. We want to conduct a study that reaches you, and this is the reason for us being here today. Those in attendance represent all targeted groups: Jordanian families, civil society, policy makers, media, legislation and legislative processes, the judicial institutions and processes. 
An electronic website has been dedicated to this cause. The address is www.mathlouma.com. The website is a descriptive presentation of the study in its various parts:
· Laws and legislations related to the subject of the study

· Statistics that contain data collected and analyzed to become a resource for researchers to build on in the future. 
· Victims’ stories to provide a comprehensive illustration of the conditions that surround murder crimes.

· Perpetrators’ affidavits to construct a better understanding of the crimes

· Related information of articles, studies and statistics to become a resource for study in the future. 
For the purpose of enriching the debate between researchers and those interested in this important issue, the service of ‘commentary’ has been added for visitors of the ‘Mathlouma’ website. This conference is an attempt to open dialogue between researchers and participants. Finally, we must not forget to mention the partners in this project, and they are Dr. Yusuf Mansur and Dr. Musa Shteiwi, for their work in raising our capabilities as a center. I would also like to thank the researchers for their efforts in collecting information and visiting defendants to complete this project. Thank you.
Speech by Patrick Renauld, Head of the EC Delegation to Jordan

It is a great honor for me to participate in a conference that raises the sensitive topic of violence against women. ‘Sensitive’ because we are all facing it, wherever we are. Violence against women is spread around the world – which country is spared from this plague? Let me insist on this point: the EU does not – and cannot – present itself as an example or as a model. On the contrary: do you know that one out of five European women experience violence by their male partner? This happens even in Finland, usually considered a model in many regards.
How do we face this issue, one that both the EU and Jordan have in common? Certainly, acting on public policies remains essential. Jordan has been playing a pioneering role in this field over the last years. Some of its measures are unique in the region: the establishment of a Family Protection Administration, the adoption of a Law on Family Violence Protection. Support for victims of violence has also improved, thanks to services provided by the government-run shelter, Dar Al Wifaq, and by the newly established Complaint Bureau. Recently, the lifting of the reservation on article 15 of CEDAW allowed women to gain freedom of movement. We welcome such a major legislative change that, despite opposing voices, will consolidate the grounds of equity that characterize Jordanian society.
Governmental action is essential, but this is not enough. Social stereotypes, both in Europe and in the Middle East, persist. Napoleon introduced the concept of passion crimes in the French Penal Code – ‘honor’ crimes in Jordan. This is not acceptable. There cannot be passion nor honor in killings – those concepts are opposites. They are antonyms. They should be banned from our language and our minds.
This is precisely why the EC is supporting this project. It is a project that aims to bring our mindset closer to justice and dignity. Through this project, we hope to see all pillars of Jordanian society – individuals, communities, national authorities, judiciary and religious powers – confirming their firm rejection of violence towards any of them. Again, justice and dignity, but also social cohesion and welfare, are at stake. Thank you for your attention and I wish you fruitful exchanges.
Speech by Yusuf Mansur (Economist)
This lecture or paper that has been conducted on honor crimes constitutes the economic bases for ‘crimes of honor’. The study centers on understanding the victims and perpetrators from an economic perspective. This information is usually unavailable for various reasons. One of the results of this research was to construct a personal rendering of the perpetrator and the victim.
I want to speak of four sections: the economics of ‘honor crimes’, poverty in Jordan, what we have done so far, and the results of this research.
I have to note that there is criticism from many who say that ‘economics only relates to the study of poverty, unemployment and inflation, yet this type of study has been conducted since the 1940s. Jeremy Birthen was one such researcher who studied crimes through an economic perspective. 
The fundamental recommendations of sociologists and economists are to lessen the benefit for the perpetrator and increase punishment and possibility of arrest. Studies from the 1960s until the 1990s of the last century indicate that humans interact differently with punishment, and that punishment is a deterrent. But this is not enough to eradicate crimes. Personal differences between perpetrators and the means of personal evaluation of punishment that results from committing crimes also have to be considered. 
For the first time, there is a curve of supply and demand for ‘crimes of honor’, and as the study demonstrates, the supply curve is positive while the demand curve is negative. 
In terms of the supply curve, criminal perpetrators see advantage in crime by measuring the benefits; that is, if the punishment is minor and the benefit is substantial (such as cleansing honor and social status). Studies have demonstrated that many of these crimes can be avoided if they are contained by the family through withholding information from the tribe or extended family, a factor that results in economic punishments on the family. This phenomenon is present in many countries in the world and is not uniquely Jordanian.
In terms of the demand curve, crime increases when the net cost or expected cost to society as a result of such crimes is less. Therefore, the curve is negative. By increasing punishment, net benefit diminishes for the criminal perpetrator. By understanding that religion is not what sanctions such crimes, and that such crimes surfaced in our societies only during the Ottoman period, we can reduce the demand for such crimes, and thereby reduce the number of such crimes in society. 
The poverty line in Jordan (poverty in Jordan is unfortunately still measured by the poverty line) is JD46.030 per person per month. The median for a family of six in Jordan on an income of JD3,336 per year are considered poor. The problem with this logic is that if my income is JD 3340, then I will not be considered poor! Therefore, this line of thinking is incorrect. But according to statistics and studies, 13% of Jordanians live under the poverty line. The distribution of poverty shows that the governorate of Mafraq is the poorest governorate with a rate of 23%, whereas in Amman, the rate of poverty is the least at a rate of 9.4%. But this illustration is erroneous. Why? Because Amman contains two million people, so the percentage of poor Jordanians in Amman is 28%. Poverty is therefore concentrated in the center.  
If we look at the poverty line, which is JD46 per person per month, we find that 30% of Jordan’s population concentrates around this line, which means that 30% of Jordanians are poor and not, as some claim, 13% or 14% of the population. If we look at the level of educational attainment, it is low among the poor, which means that their ability to rise out of poverty is limited. Also, the ratio of family size among the poor is higher, and the ratio of financial support among the poor is also higher. This indicates that the poverty picture in Jordan is dire.
Between the years 2000 and 2009, 102 crimes were studied according to official numbers. The research team depended on personal interviews with 43 criminal perpetrators, in which 12 perpetrators refused to be interviewed. I would like to thank official authorities for facilitating the mission of researchers, and in helping to collect these interviews, in addition to the study conducted by IRC in 2003.
A comparison between the number of crimes committed in Jordan between the years 2000 and 2009 shows that crimes in 2009 increased compared to previous years.
By looking at the development rate, I found a strong correlation between decreased development rates and an increase in crime rate. It is an inverse relation, and is – in and of itself – worthy of study and research. As you see, the rate of development decreases whereas the rate of crime increases. On the other hand, if we look at the ages of victims, we find that the majority of them are young, less than 30 years old at nearly 31% of victims. Regarding education, we find that 8% have attained education above high school. In employment as well, we find that only 18% of the victims were employed and the rest were being supported one way or another; while 82% of victims were unemployed. Regarding income, we find that all of the victims had an income of less than JD450 per month, the great majority (58%) had an income of less than JD250. 
In terms of marital status, we found that 44% of the victims were single, and 25% were divorced. That means 69% of the victims were unmarried and had a high rate of financial support with a low income and a low level of educational attainment. In terms of demographic concentration, 54% of the victims were from the central areas that were also poor-income regions. In terms of the relationship between the victim and the perpetrator, we find that 76% of the crimes were perpetrated by the victims’ brothers. If we looked at the profile of the perpetrators, we find that 64% of them were under the age of 30. In terms of education, we find that 92% of the perpetrators do not hold degrees higher than high school.
In terms of employment, we find that 67% of the perpetrators worked, and in terms of location, 51% of them were concentrated in the central region.
Economic Results 

· There is a strong correlation between poverty, ignorance and perpetration of ‘honor’ crimes.

· 66% of ‘honor’ crime perpetrators are poor

· 73% of victims are also poor.

Speech by Musa Shteiwi (Sociologist)
The crime of ‘honor’ is a concept related to the individual, the family and the extended family. The concept of ‘family honor’ is also linked to the sexual behavior of women. ‘Honor’ crimes are also related to the concept of ird (virtue/integrity). I believe that the concept of ird is the ideological framework for the concept of honor, and the concept of ird is a pretext for the behavior that leads to the murder of women. It is also related to the behavior of women, meaning that a woman must preserve her ird. From the perspective of family and society, however, ird can be restored by punishing the woman.
The concept of honor from a cultural standpoint is considered a guise for behavior and rules that govern honor, and hence, it becomes a tool of control over women’s behavior in general. Such control extends not only to behavior related to honor, but also to other behavior related to her decisions.
When we look at the crimes committed in Jordan, we find that women are being killed for illogical reasons. Among the examples:

· in January 2009, a 17-year-old from Zarqa confessed to stabbing his 13-year old sister because he discovered that a strange man gave her his phone number on a piece of paper.

· A man killed his 19-year-old sister because her ex-husband accused her of having a bad reputation.

· In February 2009, a 20-year-old man was convicted of murdering his sister for ‘suspicious’ behavior.
Through these examples, we find that this concept has been used by society in a very wide context, and in many cases, it is individuals who decide whether a certain behavior contradicts honor; not the law or the court system.
The concept of honor is not particular to Arab and Muslim societies; it exists in many countries. But what distinguishes crimes that occur in other societies is that such crimes are called ‘crimes of passion’ and the person who perpetrates the crimes is usually the person who is in a relationship with the woman, such as her husband or boyfriend who considers her behavior unacceptable. While this is different to how the crime occurs in Arab and Muslim societies, the same concept is impacted by the changes that occur in Jordanian society, that is, the concept is fluid and influenced by a rapidly changing world. 
Jordan has been influenced by much change recently, most important of which are education, the participation of women in public life, and the information revolution. These changes do not necessarily transform the concept or eliminate it, but they affect the means of dealing with it or with those who violate it. Change has impacted on the ability to reinforce honor in urban society because, unlike the case of small, contained societies, women in large urban centers mix constantly with strangers. 
To be able to understand ‘honor crimes’ in Jordan, we must relate them to crimes against women in general. There is a large number of indicators to show that violence against women – especially physical and sexual violence – is on the rise. In 2006, the Ministry of Social Development dealt with 1,200 cases, and the National Center for Forensic Medicine deals with hundreds of cases every year. A study of general statistics in 2007 on population census and family health found that 13% of women between the ages of 13 and 45 are subject to violence. In 2004, the Family Protection Union dealt with 1,423 cases that increased to 4,312 cases in 2008. Of these cases, 9% involved the sexual abuse of women. 
A survey by the Jordan Center for Social Research in 2007 found that nearly 60% of women are subject to one form of violence or another, nearly half of which were subject to physical abuse.
The spread of this phenomenon has attracted official concern and there are a large number of institutions and organizations, both governmental and non-governmental that deal with the provision of services for women who face violence. There are more than 26 organizations working in this field whose tasks vary in activities and services: providing legal, psychological or social services; a small part of them provide shelter and hotlines. The majority of such organizations are concentrated in the capital while such services available in governorates are minimal. Most of the programs and services of such organizations and institutions do not deal with victims or potential victims of honor crimes.
The Religious Dimension of ‘Honor’ Crimes
The occurrence of this phenomenon in Muslim societies carries with it the erroneous belief that there is a correlation between religion and such crimes. In reality, there is no indication in Islam that it accepts or sanctions such crimes. The Qur’an says: When the female (infant), buried alive, is questioned – For what crime she was killed? [81:8-9], and Islam’s concern with the human soul, where the Qur’an declares: If any one slew a person – unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief in the land – it would be as if he slew the whole people: and if any one saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of the whole people [5:32]. 
As for Islam’s stance towards extra-marital fornication:
· Islam punishes both the woman and the man for fornication, and does not punish the woman alone

· Ensuring that fornication has actually happened or not (the burden of proof) is not the responsibility of any individual in society, but is the responsibility of the state

· Ruling and punishment require proof without reasonable doubt, such as four eye-witnesses.

· The religion of Islam deals harshly with those who instigate rumors on others.
The Legal Dimension
The articles that mention the issue of ‘honor’ crimes are articles 340, 98, 99 and 100. 
Article 340 states:
1 – He who discovers his wife, or one of his female ascendants or descendants or sisters with another in an unlawful bed and he kills, wounds or injures one or both of them, benefits from a reduction of penalty
2 – A wife who discovers her husband with another outside of marriage in an unlawful bed and she kills, wounds or injures one or both of them, benefits from the same reduction of penalty. 

This article gives wide jurisdiction to the person as responsible for a large number of women in his family and that the law indirectly allows a person to judge by themselves if adultery actually occurred or not.
Article 98 of the Penal Code gives a reduced sentence to anyone who kills another person in a ‘fit of fury’. The important aspect of articles 99 and 100 is that in many cases, personal right is dropped and hence gives the perpetrator a reduced sentence, although this is not stipulated in the law.
Conclusions:
· ‘Honor’ crimes take some legitimacy from the cultural foundation associated with a patriarchal system; this is unfair for women and controls them in various aspects of their lives.

· ‘Honor’ crimes should be considered as part of social crimes that are perpetrated against women, and not as merely ordinary crimes.

· ‘Honor’ crimes are prohibited in Islam and in all religions, and in Jordanian customs and tribal codes.

· There is continued intentional or unintentional institutional bias in dealing with this issue. 
Open dialogue and comments from participants
Comments by Mahmoud Kharabsheh (Deputy Lawyer)
I wish to thank the researchers and the IRC, but the reality is that many who hear about these types of crime think that women in Jordanian society are killed for the most trivial reasons, and that Jordanian women are unable to attain equal rights in Jordanian society. 

The reality is that Jordanian society is an advanced and developed one, and Jordanian women have gained their rights here. This campaign has launched the issue of what is called ‘honor’ crimes; but these are non-existent either in Jordanian society or in our laws. In reality, this issue has been introduced by a number of beneficiaries and those associated with foreign entities and campaigns financed in the media in all its outlets through research centers and some civil society organizations where certain individuals are able to benefit by inciting this campaign. There is no need for this campaign. 
Article 340 comes within the Jordanian Penal Code that deals with crimes against humanity and therefore, there is nothing in our laws that is called an ‘honor’ crime. It is an alien term introduced with the purpose of inciting this case and giving it some attention in our society. And in truth, with regards to Mathlouma, I do not think there is a woman in our Jordanian society that still cannot defend herself and is still mathlouma, as has been stated.
The statistics shown here have many inaccuracies that ruin the image in the mind of the listener and the researcher in general because each researcher is backing their own perspective though statistics and numbers that he takes into consideration.
I also object to the fact that most of the study is done in English. The research is targeted towards Jordanian society, and the center had conducted this study for entities outside Jordan. Therefore, this study speaks to foreign entities; however, let us talk about human rights in general. I do not think that in Jordanian society we should have women’s rights and children’s rights and men’s rights and rights of the elderly. When we talk of human rights we should take them as one unit and I think these terminologies have objectives that do not serve our society.
With all due respect to Dr. Musa and Dr. Yusuf, in this research, you have touched on and interfered in the work of the judiciary and gave it a flawed image by alluding to our laws that allow a person to commit a crime for the most trivial reasons and with no justification. In reality, the Jordanian judicial system is just and reliable, and anyone who commits a crime without justification or defence will be punished. In France, USA, and the UK, the laws contain what is called ‘fit of fury’ and the perpetrator is exempt if his condition reaches that point and commits the crime during this period, which in all laws in the world is called a ‘fit of fury’.

The Jordanian legislator does not give reduced sentences to whoever kills a woman or because adultery is committed. The article in the Jordanian Penal Code is targeted at the crime of adultery and not women. But unfortunately, those who defend women and civil society organizations have ruined the image of Jordanian women and because article 340 states that “He who discovers his wife, or one of his female ascendants or descendants or sisters with another in an unlawful bed and he kills, wounds or injures one or both of them, benefits from a reduction of penalty”. This is the old text, but the currently amended text is a temporary amendment and is currently at the Senate. Jordanian courts do not give reduced sentences except in the following conditions:
· Where the perpetrator is the closest person to the woman, either the son or brother or husband. But whoever claims that he killed a cousin is punished for the crime in the ordinary method.

· That the crime of adultery is discovered in the act and that there may not be any doubt that adultery was committed.

· When the murder happens immediately, that is, when the perpetrator reaches a moment of rage and there has not been an elapsed period of time to allow his rage to subside.

I was also surprised to hear of the association of crimes with economic conditions, and that there may be a link. I want to say that Jordanian society is a society of tolerance and solidarity and Jordanian women enjoy all the respect and appreciation and have reached the highest positions, and she is currently in the legislative, executive and judicial branches and I think it is time that we stop whipping ourselves and ruining the image of our people and society. Thank you.
Response by Musa Shteiwi to participant’s remarks
First: We did not interfere with the Jordanian judiciary and I made a social reading of article 340 of the Jordanian Penal Code which dates back to Ottoman Law No. 181 taken from the French Penal Code in article 324 for year 1881, and the roots of this article has no relation to our roots, traditions, our justice system or values. 
Second: The amendment of article 340 that the Deputy mentioned, for me personally, constituted a shock as a citizen. It used to be legal for a husband to kill his wife or relatives and for him to decide that she committed adultery. However, we are now also giving the woman the right to kill. In other words, we legislate murder and give right to the husband or wife to kill without resorting to the justice system, whereas such cases are supposed to be resolved in courts. 

I do not deny that the achievements of Jordanian women cannot be ignored, but at the same time, we as intellectuals, researchers, deputies and citizens aspire for the better. We also cannot doubt the legitimacy and objectivity of Jordanian citizens in this issue. The main concern for us is the concern of Jordanian citizens, and Jordanian women in particular.
Response by Yusuf Mansur to participant’s remarks
Thank you to the Deputy for your strong comments which are full of information. First: The statistics and numbers are from the Central Bank, the Department of Statistics and court records, and all of them will be published on the website and you can see them and comment on them later. But to say that I bring the numbers from outside is unacceptable.
Second: I believe that my speech was carried out in Arabic. When did I speak in English? As for believing that the social condition of women in Jordan has become excellent, this is a skewed opinion, because women are still suffering from unemployment three times the level of unemployment for men despite the fact that women achieved accomplishments and a level of educational attainment that surpass the education level of their male counterparts. I believe that last year there were statistics that showed the top ten academic achievers in Jordan were females, and after that you kill the research and say that it is financed by foreigners or locals. This accusation is rejected and should be withdrawn because the main goal is the interest of the country and every citizen in this country. Thirteen women were killed this year without just cause; and the life of one woman is worth all the economic studies and sociological studies, and I refuse such a rejection of the facts from a parliamentarian. 

Comments by Ghassan Al Tal (Columnist and researcher in tribal societies)
First: I commend what the Deputy said; he summed it up for me. What is honor? It is a universal human issue and the number of women killed in America everyday in the name of rape and honor is more that those killed in entire Arab history.
Second: As we are talking about Jordanian society, we should take into consideration a simple question: What is society? There are two systems, the collective system and the individual system. The collective system is the responsibility of the group, meaning that there is no existence for the individual outside of the group and that the group is responsible for the individual. But the Western system is an individualistic system, and individuals alone are responsible for their actions.
Who is the criminal? The killer or the victim? Or is it society? But if we wished to express this correctly, we must think of society because society is the killer.
When a killer was asked on TV why he killed, he answered: “I didn’t kill her.” They asked: “What do you mean?” He said: “Society killed her, society asked me to kill her!”
Therefore, I have many things I want to say, but I don’t know where to begin. In short, there is no issue in Jordan called an honor issue but there is the requirement of the west from Beijing to the Alexandria Conference to CEDAW to destroy the family unit, and to promote sexual promiscuity in society. 
Comments by Moumin Hadidi

We want to be in agreement in this session that no Arab Jordanian agrees to murder. As for the EC Ambassador who we welcome and thank for his support, it is as if we appear before the Ambassador saying ‘yes’ to murder, but no one amongst us would say ‘yes’ to killing a woman, and this would be unacceptable. We must disrobe honor from ‘honor’ crimes, and we must say that there are crimes committed in the name of honor and these examples that were mentioned must be respected. We are a dynamic society that does not hide such crimes. If there was no oppression against women, organizations for women’s protection and rights would not have been established. Undoubtedly, these are crimes of ignorance, but they do not occur in rural towns and the Badia because as it is said: “The wise man has judged it through sound opinion, and has emerged with good repercussions” where the tribal leader comes out and settles the matter. 
The problem lies when the family is a small nuclear one, where the young man would be taunted in the street, and therefore, be driven to kill. From here, orientations of society need to be changed. Because honor is associated with adultery, if I say ‘no’ to killing women, I am also saying ‘yes’ to adultery. This is shameful for us to be accused of such talk. When we say ‘no’ to murder and ‘yes’ to promiscuity, this is also shameful. We must say ‘no’ to murder and ‘yes’ to the judiciary.
I also want to extend a message for us to leave this session with common concepts and to formulate one question; “yes to justice and yes to the justice system”. We must disrobe honor from ‘honor’ crimes.  
Comments by Eva Abu Halawah (Mizan)
Why is the woman responsible for the family’s honor? Does the man not have any responsibility? For when a man commits a crime, this reflects on the family too. And is it only sexual relations that dictate the concept of honor in Jordanian society? If a man engages in a sexual relation outside marriage, it touches upon honor and women as well, but I want to say that men and women are both responsible. 
We also want to know if there are statistics and numbers in this research on whether women also benefit from reduced sentences if she killed under a ‘fit of fury’. In our society, there are crimes that touch on honor, and society will say that the woman’s behavior affects family honor. However, which act by a man results in the loss of honor? I also want to say that the results conducted by the IRC cannot be doubted because they are based on scientific research. Most of the research results here contain statistics that women’s rights activists have spoken of in past years, yet the research and its researchers have been attacked and subjected to doubt, most notably in relation to foreign financing.
As for Dr. Musa’s remarks that there are no organizations that work with potential victims of honor crimes, I want to say that we at Mizan Foundation deal with potential victims. The National Center for Human Rights has informed the Human Rights Council that there is cooperation among the Ministry of Interior and Mizan to deal with such cases, and that Mizan also has a program called ‘New Beginnings to Handling Women in Danger’.
Comments by Abdul Majid Jaradat (Ad-Dustour Daily Newspaper)
I want to start with Dr. Musa’s speech when he said “we hope for better”, and Dr. Yousef’s when he said “decline in growth rate leads to increase in crime rate”. From this point, we hope that the Center, through its commendable efforts, would expand in social research because honor crimes are no longer the only crimes threatening our society. If we want to defend women’s rights, let us start with Jordanian women’s salaries. We find, for example, in doctors’ clinics and lawyer offices, women with a level of educational attainment working for meager pay that does not exceed JD50 to 60 a month. May you, through your recommendations, focus on this point so that it may become part of the solutions to the overall problem of women’s rights? Thank you.
Comments by Mohammad Abu Rumman
I thank all the organizers of this project and the European Commission for supporting this project. In truth, I stand in admiration for what is taking place at this session, and I want to make some points since I once served as a Public Prosecutor at the High Criminal Court. What is known as ‘honor’ crimes must be freed of the concept of honor. I want to support the comment by Dr. Moumin, because if we look closely into the social system we find that these crimes are socially unacceptable, and if we look closely at the law, we find that it has divided these crimes under the category of ‘crimes against humans’. Honor crimes have been talked about in an atmosphere of strong disapproval since their acts are distant from real honor. 
We are in need of a social system and a coalition of all civil society organizations and even official entities to rise up and rid ourselves of what is known as ‘honor crimes’ and return them to the category of ‘crimes on human life’. With regards to adultery, the Shari’a religious law says “Leave unto God what is God’s” and therefore adultery is punishable by God, and when Islam requires four eye-witnesses to prove adultery was committed, that means it is something that cannot be established. 
One of Dr. Yusuf’s comment regards the issue of age. Unfortunately, young children are encouraged to kill in honor crimes. Imagine this: a child who is brainwashed to kill. Through our work in courts, there are also women who kill for the most trivial reasons, such as suspicion, rumor, slander, a telephone message, or a recorded tape. 
Are we in need of evaluating the situation? Is there a need to amend the law? Yes, and I insist that there is a proposed law by the Ministry of Justice and we have worked on it. ‘Dropping personal rights’ will be annulled and punishments will not be less than five years. As Dr. Yusuf said, when we increase the punishment, we limit crime, and we need to train police that not all cases we work with are cases involving honor. 
The legal text that reduces a sentence is article 97 which speaks of a ‘fit of fury’ or moment of rage. However, many of these criminal cases are based on premeditated planning for the crime. If Islam and the Qur’an did not rule for a woman to be killed, how can a person rule for her to be killed? Thank you.
Comments by Atef Shawawrah (Psychologist) 
I commend this study in its methodology and concept, and I had hoped that it would add to the psychological dimensions behind honor crimes, because amending the concept is the right start. We always talk of altering behavior, but there are phases that precede the modification of behavior in society. These start with changing the knowledge foundation of criminals who commit such crimes, then amending the anger that is based on the knowledge dimension and then we can perhaps reach the final stage of amending behavior.
Changing concepts is a fundamental basis in identifying behavior, starting from an early age. Therefore, I think that there needs to be a psychological social campaign that is organized and based on a national strategy that works with a scientific methodology in terms of changing future generations. This requires a change in the educational curriculum, media coverage, civil society organization activities, and all entities related to this issue. 
Comments by Ramzi Al Ghazwi (Ad Dustour Daily Newspaper)
I thank the organizers of this conference. To start off on the road to changing society’s concepts and behavior, I want to ask: If we dropped the word ‘honor’ crime, will we have fewer of these crimes? If the answer is yes, then let us begin to change. From the indicators shown here, decision makers can look at the study and associate the level of education of poor families with the level of crimes.
The last crime committed was a heinous crime. The woman was stabbed 15 times, and her brothers cooperated to hide her body after killing her. We must focus on changing values first in order to change behavior.
Comments by Amer Khasawneh (Student at the Jubilee School)
I do not want to go in the direction taken by the dignified guests because, in my opinion, that direction is an endless argument with no conclusion. Changing the concept of honor held by older people is difficult, because you cannot change ideas in one or two sessions. Efforts should be geared towards younger generations to direct them towards formulating the right mind towards crimes of ignorance. Because that is what we call them at school. 
I want to suggest some ideas. Why don’t we dedicate weekly classes on the topic of ‘honor’ crimes in schools throughout the year? I believe this will allow young people to develop and formulate independent opinions of such crimes. If we only were to increase punishment, we are tackling the problem from its end result and not from its roots. 
This problem has been of concern at Jubilee School and we came out with a number of recommendations for this problem and they were discussed over two days. We found that the most suitable solution to this problem is to add weekly classes to all students across the Kingdom to discuss aspects of this issue at the end of each year.
Comments by Reem Khashman (Student at the Jubilee School)
Regarding the ideas presented, as students we support them and we should shed light on some further points:
· We do not deny that these crimes exist in Jordan, and their occurrence in other countries does not mean we do not begin to find the solution here. We do not want to wait for other countries to resolve the issue. Other countries differ from our society in policies, values, and orientations.

· We as youth and upcoming generations are usually open to new ideas presented by organizations and governments and even school administrations. Students need to have open and honest discussions on the way young men and women interact today in all facets of life. 

· Murder destroys society. 
Comments by Sumaya Muhtasib (Student, Amman Arab University for Graduate Studies) 
I would like to thank Jubilee School students, for they are using the concept of “changing or developing awareness” towards this issue. As for the study, with all due respect, it explained the symptoms but did not touch on the clear causes. These are, in my opinion, the killer’s rage, ignorance and poverty. Here, the problem is in the disintegration of values. We cannot hide the increase in crime rates that are associated with these main factors.
School is the foundation of change. In schools, a young boy sees his sister and prohibits her from standing with her male colleagues in school. So this type of awareness of values is not only within social groups characterized by ignorance and poverty. I want to focus on religion classes that differentiate between crime and the concept of honor, and the term ‘honor’ crimes. I think it is an important concept for youth, and that honor is an important social value. 

It is society that protects the criminal perpetrator, society that has supported this crime, and the rule says ‘work on those whom you can bring into your field, and leave those who oppose you’.
Comments by Hind Khleifat (Al Rai Newspaper)
I was hoping that tribal leaders and elders would be in attendance at this conference. It is good that journalists and decision-makers are present, but we must focus on the social strata outside Amman.
I want to focus on some points:
- The concept of honor for the Arab man is currently contained in the woman’s body.

- We need to bring the concept of honor back into the concepts of loyalty and truth.
- We want to change the concept of ‘honor’ crimes.

- We as women are partners in honor crimes, because it is the mother who rears the child until he becomes a young man with the potential to kill. 
Comment by Nermeen Murad (Director of the IRC)

We tried earnestly to make sure that the attendants here are not only from Amman. Invitations were sent to tribal leaders, refugee camp leaders, to all social development departments in Jordan, and to the Senate and House of Deputies. 
Comment by Yusuf Mansur (Economist)
I want to say that this study is a small part of the project; it is the starting point. We tried to use the best scientific methods available to ensure that the study is good enough so that no one may be able to doubt it. As for the second part of the project, or study, it is the more important part where there will be lectures and awareness-raising in universities and schools, and follow-up done electronically and by media outlets.
Comment by Fawaz Abdul Haq (Dean of Literature and Humanities Faculty, Aal Al Bayt University)
I want to thank the organizers of this conference. I also want to say that knowledge has no religion, and knowledge is what the believer seeks. There is no shame in presenting these issues and by dealing with the problem we are finding a solution for it. We should not turn our backs and say that we do not have problems; yes, we do have a problem. As the students mentioned, universities have a role in teaching courses on such issues, and it is part of awareness-raising and solution-seeking for the problem.
Comment by Tareq Shqeirat (Public Prosecutor of the High Criminal Court)
I want to say that we are nearly in agreement in that we all want to remove the concept of honor from these crimes, and I think that media has a large role in this. I want to talk about the case of the woman killed two days ago. I was the investigator in the case, and fellow journalists called us. I did not say that it was an honor crime, and we charged the perpetrator with premeditated murder, which is punishable with the death penalty. I did not know that the journalist published this story and said that the perpetrator killed her for ‘honor’. I think that the perpetrator knew of his sister’s behavior for 12 years, and this case is not related to a ‘fit of fury’.

Question from Subhi Muhammad (Radio Al Balad)
I want to say that judging from these comments, there seems to be total awareness of this issue. I think that this study is important, and speaks of killers who are from the young generation. I want to ask why we do not target youth through new outlets, and why we do not support youth who are interested in these issues.
Question from Muhammad Mashaal (Lawyer, Al Awn Office of Law)
I want to ask about the crime of honor in the case where adultery is discovered in the act, where the perpetrator is changed from one condition to another. What is the proper behavior when a father or brother discovers his sister or wife in the act of fornication?
Why doesn’t the study consider that the woman is a factor in this crime? Every action has a reaction, and since the act committed by the woman is atrocious, the crime is atrocious in response. Will closing the door on honor crimes become an opening for moral degradation in society, which will have a more negative effect on society?
Comments by Ina’am Al Ashi (Women Solidarity International)
I want to focus on the recommendation by Dr. Musa regarding institutional poverty. I stress that institutional programs and services hardly exist for inmates, especially victims of honor crimes. I also want to say that our institute organizes a weekly visit for inmates in prisons in cooperation with Correctional and Rehabilitation Centers. However, we truly sense the serious absence of such programs.
I want to mention an example of four girls in Correctional and Rehabilitation Centers who are threatened with murder. Their sentences have been served and have expired but why are there no institutions and care centers to care for these girls?
Comments by Wedad Shreideh (Princess Basma Center for Development in Mafraq)
I want to say that the work of our center in reaching out to women in the governorate has had a large impact. Unfortunately, we women do not help ourselves, frankly, in the right way. We always chastise ourselves. The woman is the one who gives birth and rears the child, and hence, in most cases, women give a great deal of encouragement towards these crimes, unfortunately.
I want to mention an example of one of the activities we held at the Center. An ‘honor crime’ was committed against a woman because of a text message on a phone, though this was not proved. We held a lecture for 19 women in the governorate, and it was shocking to find out that 13 of the women supported the murder and their response was “she deserves murder, and they should have set her on fire”.
Comments by Hanan Al Thaher (Director of Legislation at the National Council for Family Affairs)
I want to thank you for this scientific study, but what is more of concern to us is to talk of the core of this study in the presence of a group of judges and public prosecutors, or the main official entities that specialize in these crimes. 
We at the Council have read the judicial rulings. Legally, ‘honor’ crimes are not related to articles 98 and 340 of the Penal Code. Article 340 was never applied in Jordanian law because of the severe conditions required to prove it; that is, that the crime should be caught in the act, and article 98 which deals with the ‘fit of fury’ clause that the perpetrator benefits from.  

I was hoping to hear some defence on this issue from the judiciary, because a review of the legal rulings did not give the perpetrator a reduced sentence due to ‘fit of fury’ due to such conditions not being present before the justice system. Hence, they did not consider the crime one of ‘honor’, either because of the length of time that elapsed or because the act truly committed by the woman is really a crime of ‘honor’. We were hoping to talk of spreading awareness in society on the causes of these crimes.
Remarks by Her Excellency Asma Khader (Lawyer)
I extend thanks for this effort because of the importance of scientific research that takes various dimensions such as economics or social factors to deal with all aspects of this issue. I think that the legal aspect is in need of enrichment because there is a need to find the sources of legal texts to ensure that they are not related to Islamic Shari’ah Law and the foundations of justice and human rights in general. Moreover, there is a need to discuss the different amendments that were put in place. There was an amendment in 2001 and also a proposed amendment that was submitted by the Ministry of Justice to the Parliament, and we hope it is seriously considered.

The main issue in this subject is that we mentioned and treated the cases of a number of women killed, but what are the social factors that have legitimized crimes and tolerance towards taking matters into one’s hands or the misuse of influence over relations between men and women in society? I think that a main part of women’s problems in society is fear and direct targeting.
As a lawyer, a large number of cases have come to my office. Among them is a woman whose husband was not financially supporting her and her children. I advised her to file an alimony suit against him, but she said: “He threatened me, if I file a suit against him, he would accuse me with honor, and if he did that, my brothers would kill me.”
So should she be quiet about her legitimate rights? I hope that there will soon be a social study on those effects on society and gender relations.

The other issue that I want to emphasize is that there is a need to differentiate between crimes committed against women, and claims that these crimes were committed. A killer may defend himself saying that “I killed for the sake of honor”, whereas in many cases the causes are family problems, greed and avarice.
I want to say that there are efforts being made by the National Committee for Women Affairs, with clear directives from Her Highness Princess Basma on the importance and need of providing tangible services. 

Shama’ (Candle) Network was established to combat violence against women, and an office for Women’s Complaints was also established. Such cases are dealt with and are referred to official agencies and entities where they are treated within the ‘Family Reconciliation’ program. The Judicial Council has also dedicated a committee to look into such cases.
Finally, the recommendations provided are an invitation to all to support the recommendations presented to the Parliament from the government and the Ministry of Justice regarding annulling the ‘relinquishment of personal right’ as a reason for reduced sentences, and raising the minimum punishments where a pretext for reduced sentencing is present, and to review or cancel article 340, and because article 98 handles ‘fit of fury’ because fornication/adultery has its own rulings for punishment.
Remarks by Haitham Zureiqi (Friends’ Services Commission)
I want to say that irresponsibility and carelessness in Jordanian and Arab society leads to ‘honor’ crimes. We now see many crimes that occur over trivial causes, they may be economic or social crimes, or they may be personal issues. A person’s right is dropped because of jahaat (tribal delegations) and dignitaries, hence, society is taught not to bear responsibility.
Remarks by Khuzama Rashid (Human Rights Activist)
In truth, I am really interested in the study and its economic factors. I want to comment on the cultural and social frameworks surrounding violence against women. There is an institutional framework that justifies violence against women inside families, of which the results may be ‘honor’ crimes.

I was hoping the parliamentary deputy would learn how to listen to others as he wishes to be heard, and to listen to our opinions. We say that there is violence in Jordanian society against women, and it is present in our society. This doesn’t mean that we bury our heads in the sand and say that there is no violence. In many cases, we need to review registered cases in police centers where family violence is justified for trivial causes (a girl looked out the window, or talked to someone, and so on). There is also the incident in a rural town in Mafraq where three girls, nearly nine years old, were confined and tortured until they reached a point of disability, just because of a complaint by the stepmother.
Violence is, in many cases, associated with social factors. It is seen in the cultural idiom that says: “let it stay in the heart and hurt, rather than be released and cause a scandal”.

Comment by Yusuf Mansur (Economist)
I want to say that all the proposals are constructive, and we have reached the phase of initial draft of the study. Your comments will be taken into consideration.
As for the comment by the representative from Ad Dustour Daily Newspaper, I want to mention that in the 1990s I used to be a columnist in Ad Dustour Newspaper and I wrote about crimes of poverty and ‘honor’ crimes. The peculiarity of crimes is that 90% of these are committed against women, which is why they were the subject of my articles and work. Not writing about these issues does not mean that people are not working on them. However, the lack of objective studies on them has led to an escalation of the crime. There were 18 crimes this year. Thank you for coming and for your participation.
Comment by Hana Shahin (Executive Director of King Hussein Foundation)
The King Hussein Foundation has a long record of working in women’s empowerment, and we consider this case important in this regard. But what is more important is that ‘there is no honor in crime’. This has been agreed upon. We must distance honor from crime. I agree with the need to spread awareness among the youth. This is a human rights issue belonging to all humans, men and women. Thank you.
Comment by Nermeen Murad (Director of the IRC)
I would like to emphasize that this project will soon be completed and made accessible to all. I also want to say that the discussion is recorded and will be published on the website, along with the recommendations associated with this study.
Some of the participants have shed light on studies conducted in their centers. We hope that they will be in contact with us, the Information and Research Center, so that we can unify our efforts. Schools and universities will be visited, and the Jubilee School was the first step in this direction. If there are any comments, I hope they will be sent to our center so that we may work with them. Thank you.
Comment by Musa Shteiwi (Sociologist)
I want to answer two questions noted by one of the participants. I say that the goal is justice and fairness. There isn’t anyone in this conference who supports moral degradation, for it is unacceptable. What is needed here is justice for women.
The other issue is that the crimes committed do not always agree with the information that people have, or with the nature of the actual crime committed by the woman (such as a woman getting a text message on her phone, for example, and gets killed as a result of it). 
In conclusion, I want to say that work on this project is a national effort, in addition to awareness-raising within the governorates, and that we should have partnerships in this issue in various governorates.
I want to thank our brothers and sisters in the judicial system and their contributions, as well as the Forensics Center, Public Security Directorate, academics, and all civil society organizations. On a final note, Dr. Moumin Hadidi recommended that we use the term ‘crimes of ignorance’ instead of crimes of ‘honor’. Thank you everyone for attending.
Final Recommendations

Speech by Nermeen Murad (Director of the IRC)

This project is funded by the European Commission. We extend our gratitude to the European Commission for their commitment and help throughout eight months in legal and other matters. The following recommendations are presented by Dr. Musa Mansour, Musa Shteiwi, Nermeen Murad, Novera Ansari, Riham Abu Rumi, Alaa Zeidan, Wala Khamaiseh, Niveen Sarsak. Thanks to all their efforts on this project.
The recommendations have been divided into four groups:

1. The general concept towards these crimes should change. Awareness should be created, because awareness causes change. We want to instill a positive vision of ‘honor’ and the meaning of ‘honor’ in society, and remove misconceptions of honor in society.

2. Creating, developing and improving women’s and men’s rights. The team asked me more than once about the right given to a man to kill a woman he loves – a woman who is part of his life – as a result of societal pressure. This pressure on men should be removed.
3. Changing our legal framework: we have good legal settings. There are efforts on the national and societal levels to change this framework. We should not stop working on this framework, but we must continue in this change so as to create a safer environment for our women.
4. We thank all those who have worked on women’s issues and cases of crimes against women. I would like to thank Eva Abu Halawah who has worked tirelessly with victims of crimes against women. Families facing matters related to honor are trying to find solutions for organizations to help them resolve this problem without involving the entire society. In certain areas, for example, in security centers, empathy towards perpetrators of such crimes has been known to be expressed. Training and awareness-raising are needed in many areas and among many citizens to help instill the original meaning and positive concept of honor.  
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